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SSMS
Upcoming Events

September 2021

Fall Sports Are In Full Swing!

Sept. 28th
*AVID Contract Signing 6:00 PM

Title I

Sept. 29th

South Sumter Middle
School is excited to be a
Title I School. What does
this mean? Title I funds
help provide for:

*SSMS Football @ Lake Highland
Prep 6:00 PM

Sept. 30th
*SSMS Golf @ Citrus Springs 3:00 PM
*SSMS Volleyball Vs Wildwood @
Home 4:00 PM

Oct. 4th
*SAC Meeting @ SSMS Media Center
5:30 PM
*SSMS Volleyball @ Lecanto 3:00 PM

Oct. 5th
*SSMS Football VS Citrus Springs @
Lecanto 6:00 PM

Oct. 7th
*SSMS Golf @ Inverness
3:00 PM

Oct. 14th
*SSMS Golf @Crystal River
3:00 PM






Professional
Development
Parent Involvement
Various materials &
supplies
School Programs

Please visit our school
website and look for the
monthly newsletter to stay
on top of the exciting
things happening at SSMS.
Parent tips, upcoming
information, and
school-wide updates are
provided monthly for you.

How can I be checking
my student's grades
regularly?
Don't forget that you can
check your students
grades on Skyward any
time using Skyward
Family Access. Students
are also checking their
grades each week and
recording them in a
grade-check booklet that
is in their binders. These
grade-check packets
require your signature by
the Thursday of every
week so be sure to ask
for those. Feel free to
reach out to your
students teachers or the
school any time you have
questions!

School Advisory Council
Meeting
When: October 4th
Time: 5:30 PM
Where: SSMS Media Center

Are you on
SSMS
Remind?
Text
@ssmsremind
to 81010 to
join.

The School Improvement
Plan Hearing will be held
October 18th at 4:30 PM in
the SSMS Media Center.

AVID Corner

September Students of the Month

Organization is a cornerstone of AVID
culture at SSMS. Planner help keep
students organized. Here are some tips to
help keep your student organized using the
planner.

Congratulations to the following students for exhibiting the qualities and
behaviors it takes to be their Team’s September Student of the Month!

*Be sure students are checking off assignments as
they complete them.
*Students should complete priorities and goals are
completed for the week.
*Each class is written in either daily or weekly.
*Have students add extra curriculars, AR, and grade
checks due dates.

Team 6A
Samantha Sommersdorf
Warren Draper
Team 6B
America Flores-Vega
Caden Campbell
Team 7A
Makayla St. Louis
Rui Yang
Team 7B
Abby Parker
Luis Bonilla
Team 8A
Kaitlyn Knight
Gabriel Sabilona
Team 8B
Jackson Thompson
Jazmine Vela
Team 9
Sabrina Musto
Araceli Serna

Counselor’s Corner
Looking for ways to achieve middle school success? The Counselor’s Corner
offers advice to ensure student success at South Sumter Middle School.
Parental support plays an important part in helping preteens and teens succeed in middle school. But as students
grow more independent during these years, it can be hard for parents to know which situations call for involvement and which call
for a more behind-the-scenes approach. Here are some tips to help support your middle school student being successful in
school.
1.
2.

3.

4.

Support homework expectations. An important way to help is to make sure your child has a quiet, well-lit, distraction-free place to study that's
stocked with school supplies. Distraction-free means no phone, TV or websites other than homework-related resources. And be sure to check in from
time to time to make sure that your child hasn't gotten distracted.
Send your child ready to learn. Be sure your student eats a nutritious breakfast whether at home or at school. In general, preteens and teens who
eat breakfast have more energy and do better in school. Also, be sure that the student has plenty of sleep. Bedtime difficulties can arise at this age for
a variety of reasons. Homework, sports, after-school activities, texting, TVs, computers, and video games, as well as hectic family schedules, can
contribute to students not getting enough sleep. Also try to prevent kids from napping after school to ensure they can fall asleep at an appropriate time
each night.
Instill organizational skills. No one is born with great organizational skills — they have to be learned and practiced. Being organized is a key to success in middle school, where most students first encounter multiple teachers and classrooms on a daily basis, and where some students are participating in extracurricular or after-school activities for the first time. Preteens and teens can benefit from parents helping with organizing assignments and
managing time.
Make time to talk about school. Staying connected with preteens and teens as they grow more independent can be a challenge for parents, but it's
more important than ever. While activities at school, new interests, and expanding social circles can become more central to the lives of many middle
school students, parents and guardians are still their anchors for providing love, guidance, and support. Make efforts to talk with your child every day,
so he or she knows that what goes on at school is important to you. When preteens and teens know their parents are interested in their academic lives,
they'll take school seriously as well. Because communication is a two-way street, the way you talk and listen to your child can influence how well he or
she listens and responds. It's important to listen carefully, make eye contact, and avoid multitasking while you talk. Be sure to ask open-ended questions that go beyond "yes" or "no" answers. Besides during family meals, good times to talk include walking the dog, preparing meals, or standing in
line at a store. When preteens and teens know they can talk openly with their parents, the challenges of middle school can be a little easier to face.
Adapted from Nemours article “10 Ways to Help Your Child Succeed in Middle School” by Kathryn Hoffses

